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Spivak urges boreal forest protection

Thursday, December 9th, 2004
MANITOBA Senator Mira Spivak urged her colleagues this week to support the creation of a World Heritage Site east of Lake Winnipeg.

 The proposed Atikaki-Woodland Caribou heritage site already has the backing of Ottawa and the Manitoba government. But the federal government has 10 other potential World Heritage Sites on the list it is committed to advocating at the United Nations.

 Each site requires years of management planning and Canada has typically not put forward to the UN more than about one site a year.

 Spivak urged other senators Tuesday to endorse the boreal site spanning the Manitoba-Ontario border.

 "While I am certain that other potential world heritage sites on Canada's list are worthwhile, in light of our published views on what needs to be done to preserve some portion of this valuable ecosystem, I hope that this site in the heart of the boreal forest will receive favourable consideration," she said in the Senate chamber.

 The Boreal Forest Network gave Spivak an award last week for her contribution to the Senate report Competing Realities: The Boreal Forest at Risk.

 © 2004 Winnipeg Free Press. All Rights Reserved.
