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MINISTER OF THE ENVIRONMENT UNVEILS CANADA’S UPDATED TENTATIVE LIST FOR WORLD HERITAGE SITES

OTTAWA, Ontario, April 30, 2004 -- The Honourable David Anderson, Minister of the Environment, today unveiled Canada’s updated Tentative List for World Heritage Sites, 11 sites of unimaginable beauty and exceptional wonder. 

“The world-class calibre of nominations for Canada’s Tentative List serves to reinforce our international reputation as a world leader in the protection and presentation of natural and cultural heritage,” said Minister Anderson. “These places are of outstanding universal value to all humankind and reflect our human creative genius. They are of exceptional cultural or natural significance.” 

The World Heritage List is a means of acknowledging that some places, either natural or cultural, are of sufficient importance to be recognized by the international community as a whole. Membership on the List is the most significant global designation any site can achieve. Canada is home to thirteen World Heritage Sites. 

Safeguarding these natural and cultural treasures is our legacy to future generations and Canada’s gift to the world. Recognizing these outstanding heritage areas increases their national and international attractiveness, which translates into significant educational opportunities and local economic benefits. 

Updating the Tentative List has provided an opportunity for the Government of Canada, in cooperation with other levels of government, First Nations, and relevant stakeholders, to identify sites of outstanding value for consideration by the World Heritage Committee. 

To be considered for inclusion on Canada’s Tentative List, sites had to have high potential to meet specific criteria to determine the outstanding universal value, as defined by the World Heritage Committee, and meet qualifying conditions of authenticity, integrity and protection. The selected sites for Canada’s Tentative List may be nominated to the World Heritage Committee over a ten-year period beginning in 2005. It is the World Heritage Committee that decides if nominated sites will be placed on the World Heritage List. 

Canada’s updated Tentative List for World Heritage Sites: 

Áísínai’pi (Writing-On-Stone) – Alberta 

Atikaki/Woodland Caribou/Accord First Nations – Manitoba and Ontario 

Grand-Pré – Nova Scotia 

Gwaii Haanas – British Columbia 

Ivvavik/Vuntut/Herschel Island (Qikiqtaruk) –Yukon 

Joggins – Nova Scotia 

The Klondike – Yukon, British Columbia 

Mistaken Point – Newfoundland and Labrador 

Quttinirpaaq – Nunavut 

Red Bay – Newfoundland and Labrador 

Rideau Canal – Ontario 

Information: 

Nadine Lunt 

Press Secretary


Office of the Minister of the Environment 

(819) 997-1441 

Nathalie Boileau 

Manager, Public Affairs 

National Corporate Communications 

Parks Canada 

(613) 864-2934 

(819) 994-2595 
Backgrounders associated with this News Release.
1980 TENTATIVE LIST
CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING OUTSTANDING UNIVERSAL VALUE
THE UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION UPDATING CANADA’S TENTATIVE LIST
Last Updated: 2004-01-07

http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/cp-nr/release_e.asp?id=791&andor1=nr
