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Province given environmental failing grade

Efforts to protect wilderness earn NDP government an 'F'

Friday, October 7th, 2005
By Alexandra Paul

THE Doer government got a failing grade this year for its efforts to protect Manitoba's wilderness.

The annual report card is to be issued officially today from an environmental group that has audited the province's performance in conservation since 1981.

"This is the first 'F' in 14 years," said Manitoba Wildlands executive director Gaile Whelan Enns last night in an interview on the eve of the report card's release.

The group has handed out an assortment of D's to the province in earlier years.

 Last year it gave Manitoba a passing grade for the first time with a "cautiously optimistic C" following announcements of protection for two unique canyons in western Manitoba.

This year, on the plus side, the group made a point of commending the Doer government for protecting some 8,000 hectares from development in southern Manitoba.

The details of the grade are to be posted today on the Manitoba Wildlands website.

This year, Wildlands delayed its annual report by several months, putting off its final grade from July to October in expectation that the province would move ahead on announcements to preserve a swath of boreal forest in eastern Manitoba for a designated World Heritage Site.

"We held off because we wanted to congratulate Manitoba on protecting more World Heritage lands. But 55,000 letters later, they haven't done anything," Whelan Enns said.

She was referring to an avalanche of letters from people petitioning the province to protect a section of boreal forest in northern Manitoba.

Ottawa has recommended the 4.3 million hectare area straddling the Manitoba-Ontario border as a world heritage site to the United Nations.

Manitoba has pledged to support the federal efforts to create the Atikaki First Nation World Heritage Site

But the environmental group is disappointed the province hasn't responded to requests to enact interim protection orders through cabinet decisions or departmental regulations.

The site potentially conflicts with a mega-million dollar hydroelectric development in northern Manitoban that would require the construction of a transmission corridor to the south.

The failing grade also represents lack of action to protect dozens of other environmentally sensitive sites that the province identified previously as needing review, with an eye to preserving land from mining, forestry and hydro development.

"There are 100 areas under review for protection and they're not reviewing any of them," Enns said.

To read more please go to http://manitobawildlands.org
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