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First Nation opposes power corridor

Friday, July 15th, 2005

LEADERS of the Poplar River First Nation say they will not let a high-voltage power corridor be built through their traditional territory -- even by other First Nations.

"There's no way we're going to let that happen without a fight," Coun. Sophia Rabliauskas said yesterday after hearing for the first time about a proposal by the Island Lake Tribal Council to build a hydro line and lease it to Manitoba Hydro.

"I was quite disturbed because they're just kind of ignoring the work we've been doing for the last 15 years to protect our territory," she said.

The First Nation is one of five in Manitoba and Ontario lobbying for a boreal forest World Heritage Site designation from the United Nations on the east side of Lake Winnipeg.

Sophia's husband Ray said the idea that a hydro line would open a route for road development is a "strange myth."

Other First Nations involved in the World Heritage Site have not ruled out having a high-voltage power corridor built through their territories -- as long as they get a stake in the project.
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